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Where does it say my child has to wear a uniform at Kingsdown? 
 

When your child joined Kingsdown School, you completed a Student Entry Pack.  Within this is a 
Home/School Agreement in which you signed the parent/carer section in agreement to “Support the 
school’s policy on uniform, behaviour and homework.”  In addition, your child signed their part of the 
agreement to “Wear my school uniform and be tidy in appearance.” 

Why do students have to wear a uniform? 
 

In the UK, 98% of secondary schools require students to wear a uniform following the 
recommendation of the Department for Education.   

There are many benefits to students to wearing a school uniform including promoting a sense of 
belonging and pride in one’s school.  Wearing a uniform promotes inclusivity by eliminating visible 
signs of wealth or social status and helps ensure that all students are treated equally.  This can 
contribute to a more respectful atmosphere and prevent bullying based on appearance or clothing 
choices.  

By adhering to a dress code, students learn the importance of following rules and regulations, which 
helps prepare them for future professional settings where a suitable appearance is essential.  Wearing 
a uniform teaches students that different situations require appropriate dress codes and fosters a 
sense of responsibility and accountability.   



What has wearing a uniform got to do with how students learn? 
 

Some people question how the colour of a student’s socks or the fit of their trousers has any impact 
on their ability to learn.  As outlined above, the purpose of a cohesive uniform for all students is about 
many aspects of the social situation and expectations students experience at school, and not about 
how they learn.  School is not just about learning subjects but also about becoming prepared for life 
after school when students move on to college, training or working life.  

Kingsdown school culture is underpinned by the Kingsdown BEATs in which each and every student 
is encouraged and supported to live up to the 6 BEATs with their requirements of Pride and Ambition, 
Stretch and Challenge, and Respect and Responsibility and in all they do.  Wearing the school uniform 
forms part of this culture and engenders pride, respect and responsibility in the students. 

Why can’t students wear branded clothing to school? 
 

Restricting students from wearing branded clothing in school creates a fairer, more supportive 
learning environment by removing visible indicators of wealth and socioeconomic status.  By 
eliminating expensive designer labels, schools significantly reduce the peer pressure, anxiety, and 
bullying often associated with keeping up with fashion trends.  Instead, wearing the same generic 
clothing fosters a powerful sense of belonging, uniting students under a shared identity where 
everyone feels like an equal part of the same community.   This approach also offers practical financial 
relief to parents, who can opt for affordable clothing options rather than high-end brands.   

What if my child is unable to wear some items of uniform? 
 

The Kingsdown School uniform must be worn by all students at all times as confirmed in the 
Home/School agreement.  Our Behaviour Policy states that the school will implement measures 
where appropriate including: 

“Adjusting uniform requirements for a student with sensory issues or relevant medical condition.” 

If you feel your child may need a reasonable adjustment to their uniform, please email our Inclusion 
Team at SENDCO@kingsdownschool.co.uk.   

How do students borrow uniform? 
 

We have a stock of new and donated uniform which we loan out to students who need to borrow it 
for the day.  This may include when items are forgotten, temporarily lost, damaged or do not fit the 
Kingsdown Dress Code Policy (see below).  Items are only loaned out for the school day and must be 
returned at the end of school and not taken home.  As such, when students borrow an item of uniform 
they are required to swap their phone to ensure that they return the uniform at the end of the day.   

Why are students required to swap their phone for uniform? 
 

Students are asked to swap their phone because they are not permitted to use their phone during the 
school day anyway, and as a valued item, they are most likely to collect it and return the borrowed 
uniform at the end of the day.  Our Behaviour Policy states that: 

“Phones must not be used at any time – including before school, break time and lunch time.  Phones 
are permitted to be used after the school day and whilst on the school site when it is safe and timely 
to do so.  Phone must always be switched off (not on silent mode) and kept out of view.”  

The complete Behaviour Policy can be found here: https://www.kingsdownschool.co.uk/info/policies 
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Are students sanctioned for borrowing uniform? 
 

Students are not sanctioned if they borrow uniform in exchange for their phone, because they are 
correctly following the school policy.  However, where we have items to lend students and they refuse 
to follow this policy and correct their uniform, they will be sanctioned.  If students wear non-uniform 
items such as hoodies or excessive jewellery, this will be confiscated for the day and -1 point will be 
deducted.  

What if my child needs to contact me or I need to contact them? 
 

Students are not prevented from contacting home when necessary and can do so by attending the 
main school reception or Student Services.  If deemed appropriate, students will be permitted to call 
parents/carers on their mobile phone at these locations.  Alternatively, staff will contact parents/carers 
for students to speak to.  For example, students will be able to call if arrangements for going home 
change or they need homework brought in to school.   

If a parent/carer wishes to contact their child at school, they should call the school directly on 01793 
822284.  Staff are always available to pass on messages to students and where appropriate to allow 
parents/carers to speak to students.  Students are not permitted to use their phones during the school 
day, even to contact parents/carers, and doing so may result in their phone being confiscated as stated 
in our school Behaviour Policy.  

Is there any support to purchase uniform? 
 

A Financial Support form can be found at the bottom of this webpage: 
https://www.kingsdownschool.co.uk/info/disadvantaged-students. 

You can complete this form if you feel that you would benefit from support to purchase uniform or 
other items such as equipment and help with school trips.  You can specify the uniform items you 
would like help to buy and in some cases the school may be able to donate second hand items.  The 
form should be completed online and will be reviewed by our safeguarding team who may contact 
you for further information and when a decision has been made about your request.  You can also 
discuss any concerns or changes in circumstances with your child’s tutor and/or progress leader.   

Where can I purchase plain black polyester tracksuit bottoms? 
 

 
Kingsdown uniform requires that students wear plain black polyester tracksuit bottoms without 
stripes or logos (unless it’s a Kingsdown logo).  Students are not permitted to wear jersey jogging 
bottoms, leggings or cargo-style trousers with pockets half way down the side of the legs.  The 
following are some suggested links to shops where appropriate tracksuit bottoms can be purchased 
at a variety of costs and sizes to fit all students. 

• Kingsdown School track pant with logo: 
https://www.uniform-direct.com/acatalog/Kingsdown-School---Track-Pant-3494.html 

 

• Plain black polyester track pant: 
https://www.uniform-direct.com/acatalog/Slim-Fit-Track-Pant-BLACK.html 

 

• Plain black children’s tracksuit bottoms: 
https://www.decathlon.co.uk/p/kids-warm-breathable-jogging-bottoms-s500-navy/_/R-p-
323559?mc=8578541&c=smoked+black 

 
• Plain black adult’s tracksuit bottoms: 

https://www.kingsdownschool.co.uk/info/disadvantaged-students
https://www.uniform-direct.com/acatalog/Kingsdown-School---Track-Pant-3494.html
https://www.uniform-direct.com/acatalog/Slim-Fit-Track-Pant-BLACK.html
https://www.decathlon.co.uk/p/kids-warm-breathable-jogging-bottoms-s500-navy/_/R-p-323559?mc=8578541&c=smoked+black
https://www.decathlon.co.uk/p/kids-warm-breathable-jogging-bottoms-s500-navy/_/R-p-323559?mc=8578541&c=smoked+black


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Elasticated-Tracksuit-Bottoms-
TrousersComfortable/dp/B01KG9KON2?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-
lpcontext&ref_=fplfs&smid=A3935H3DUCHAPR&th=1&psc=1 

 

Can I buy uniform from Kingsdown School? 
 

Branded Kingsdown uniform items including blazers, ties, skirts and PE polo shirts and fleeces can be 
purchased from the Uniform Direct shop here: 

https://www.uniform-direct.com/acatalog/Kingsdown-School.html 

The only item of uniform you can buy from school is a tie, which costs £6, the same price as if you 
purchased it from Uniform Direct.  All purchases of ties must be made by card payment in person at 
reception or over the phone.  If a student moves house group and requires a different coloured tie, 
they can exchange their tie if it is in good condition and receive a £1 discount for the new tie.  In some 
cases, students may be able to swap their tie for a different colour at Student Services, however the 
colours available are dependent on what has been donated. 
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What is the Kingsdown student dress code? 

Student Dress Code 

At Kingsdown School, we have the highest standards, and the presentation of our uniform is no exception. 
Our uniform must be worn with pride at all times. 

The expectations are clearly outlined below, and there are no exceptions. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is the Kingsdown uniform for PE? 

PE Uniform Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 


