
 
 
Privacy Notice & Consent for Student Covid-19 testing.  
 
Consent: 
Introduction 
 
Consent is required for participation in tests designed to detect asymptomatic coronavirus cases. 
Anyone experiencing symptoms should follow government guidelines to self-isolate, even if they 
have had a recent negative lateral flow test.  
Consent relates to the following groups of students/pupils and staff as follows: 
For pupils and students younger than 16 years consent must be given by the parent or legal guardian. 
Consent is required for each child you wish to participate in testing. 
Pupils and students over 16 who are able to provide informed consent - can consent themselves, 
having discussed participation with their parent / guardian if under 18.  
 
For any pupil or student who does not have the capacity to provide informed consent – consent must 
be provided by the parent or legal guardian.  
 
Terms of consent 
 
1. I have had the opportunity to consider the information provided by the school/college about the 
testing, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily, based on the information provided 
and the Privacy Notice included below.  
 
2. In the case of under 16s, I have discussed the testing with my child and my child is happy to 
participate. If on the day of testing they do not wish to take part, then they will not be made to do so 
and consent can be withdrawn at any time ahead of the test.  
 
3. I consent to having / my child having a nose and throat swab for lateral flow tests. I / my child will 
self-swab if I / my child is able to otherwise I understand that assistance is available. In the case of 
under 16s or pupils who are not able to provide informed consent, I have discussed the testing with 
my child and they are happy to participate and self-swab (with assistance if required). 
 
4. I understand that there may be multiple tests required and this consent covers all tests for the 
below named person. If, on the day of testing I / they do not wish to take part, then I understand I / 
they will not be made to do so and that consent can be withdrawn at any time ahead of the test.  
 
5. I consent that my / my child’s sample(s) will be tested for the presence of COVID-19. 
 
6. I understand that if my /my child’s result(s) are negative on the lateral flow test I may not be 
contacted by the school/college except where I am / they are a close contact of a confirmed positive.  
 
7. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I consent to having / my child having a 
nose and throat swab for confirmatory PCR testing. I/they will follow the instructions on the PCR Kit 
to return the test the same day to an NHS Test & Trace laboratory.  
 
8. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I commit to ensuring that I / my child is 
removed from school premises as promptly as possible, bearing in mind I / they may have some 
anxiety following a positive test result. 
 
9. I consent that I / they will need to self-isolate following a positive lateral flow test result, until the 
results of the confirmatory PCR have been received. 



 
10. I agree that if my / my child’s test results are confirmed to be positive from this PCR test, I will 
report this to the school / college and I understand that I/ my child will be required to self -isolate 
following public health advice. 
 
11. I consent that if a close contact of my child tests positive but I / my child has tested negative , I / 
they will continue to attend school / college but will be tested every day at school / college for 7 
days. 
 
12. I understand that the school will use the primary email address and mobile number provided as 
held on the School’s database to communicate results.   

 
Privacy notice: 
Purpose of processing personal data  
To enable Covid-19 testing to be delivered by schools and colleges and supported  by the 
Department for Education (DfE), the DfE needs to process personal data of a  designated 
representative for each school or college.  
DfE will only use the personal data that is collected from the school or college  specifically 
for the purpose of supporting the delivery of Covid-19 testing in schools  and colleges, 
including the maintenance of an audit record of delivery.  
A school or college should share this Privacy Notice with their designated  representative to 
ensure the individual is informed of the processing of their personal  data by the DfE.  
Personal data involved in the process  
A school or college will supply to DfE the following information about a 
designated  representative for the above purpose:  
• Name of individual  
• Work email address  
• Work mobile telephone number  
linked to the identity (Unique Registration Number) of the school or college  
Lawful basis for processing the personal data  
When the school or college supplies the personal data to the DfE for the above purpose, the 
DfE becomes a Data Controller of that data. The DfE processes the  personal data as part of 
its legitimate interest, supporting schools and colleges in the  delivery of their public health 
duty. The DfE will only process the minimum of  personal data required to meet the above 
purpose.  
Data sharing partners  
The personal data is securely shared by DfE with a third-party data sharing partner  (SERCO, 
a delivery partner of the Department for Health and Social Care) who will  only process the 
personal data on behalf of the DfE for the above purpose.  
How we store the personal information  
The information will only be stored and shared securely with the DfE’s third-party  data 
sharing partner for the above purpose. Only a restricted minimum of individuals  within DfE 
and the third-party data sharing partner will access the personal  information for the above 
purpose.  
How long we process your personal data  
The minimum of personal information will be retained by DfE and the third-party 
data  sharing partner only for as long as necessary to fulfil the above purpose, 
following  which it will securely destroyed. DFE currently anticipates the information 
being  retained for a minimum of 12 months. 



Your Rights  
Under data protection law, individuals have rights re3lating to their 
personal  information, including:  
Your right of access - You have the right to ask us for copies of your 
personal  information.  
Your right to rectification - You have the right to ask us to rectify personal  information 
you think is inaccurate. You also have the right to ask us to complete  information you 
think is incomplete.  
Your right to erasure - You have the right to ask us to erase your 
personal  information in certain circumstances.  
Your right to restriction of processing - You have the right to ask us to restrict 
the  processing of your personal information in certain circumstances. Your right to object 
to processing - You have the right to object to the  processing of your personal information 
in certain circumstances. Your right to data portability - You have the right to ask that we 
transfer the  personal information you gave us to another organisation, or to you, in 
certain  circumstances.  
You are not required to pay any charge for exercising your rights. If you make a  request, 
we have one month to respond to you. Please contact us as described  below if you wish 
to make a request.  
Further information and how to make a request or complain Further information about 
how the DfE processes personal data is published in the  DfE’s personal information 
charter. If you have any concerns about our use of your  personal information or wish to 
make a request or complaint to the DfE please use  the contact details published in our 
information charter.  
You can also complain to the ICO if you are unhappy with how DfE uses your data.  
The ICO’s address:  
Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House  
Water Lane  
Wilmslow  
Cheshire  
SK9 5AF  
Helpline number: 0303 123 1113 
 


