
Welcome to

Key Stage 3

Information Evening





Ofsted – GOOD in 
every category

Mrs Leigh-Bennett – A deep sense of pride



Welcome – Cohort 2023 and 2024

At Kingsdown 
our vision is to 
become “a school
of excellence, 
bursting with 
pride and ambition”. 



Why is reading so beneficial to school work? 

Why do we encourage reading for pleasure? 

The impact of reading on literacy in the 
world of work. 

The KS3 Accelerated Reader Programme

How families can support their child’s 
reading. 

Reading and Literacy at Kingsdown



The benefits of reading at school

Most examinations have a 
reading age of 16: we aim for 
all year 9 students to have a 
reading age of at least 14

Access to challenging content 
across the curriculum 

Extending vocabulary improves 
articulacy

Literacy improves through higher 
exposure to good quality writing 

Reading improves concentration 
and memory retention (NLT)

Reading for pleasure stimulates 
cognitive development (NLT) 





Why we want students to read for pleasure
Well being

Escapism

Different Cultures

Develop understanding

Creativity

Build confidence



Cognitive development

Employment

Adult life

Empowerment

Literacy beyond school



Testing

Comprehension and understanding

Access

A highly effective way of increasing 

students’ reading ages (EEF)

Interventions

Accelerated Reading Programme



Literacy and Reading in English

Vocabulary

Reading fiction and nonfiction 

aloud in class to develop fluency 

SMHW quizzes and DNA activities

Silent reading as a DNA activity at least once per week.



Accelerated reader book

Read for 20 minutes per day

Comprehension questions 

and opinions. 

What vocabulary have you 

learnt this week?

What can families do to help?



• Practice, Practice and more Practice

• Complete your homework

• Take clear and concise notes

• Ask for help

• Believe in yourself

Maths Helpful Hints



Language

Exposure

Quiet Space

Routine

Questions

Maths 5 Top Tips at home



Revision Strategies 

How can you help

at home?



Revision Strategies 
Why start now?

Good Habits

Conditioning the brain

Preparing for tests

Preparing for success

Reduce stress



Revision Strategies

Regular testing is the key to remembering information.  At the beginning 

all students will find it difficult to remember large amounts of 

information.  

With regular testing it becomes easier for the brain to recall specific 

information.

Space the testing



Flashcards



Retrieval Practice

Use one colour pen to write all you know 
about the topic from memory.

Then add additional notes to your work 
using your class notes/revision guides.

Write these extra notes in a different 
colour or highlight them.



Self / Parent Quizzing
Look

Cover

Write

Check



Your Pledge to your child


